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North Midlands

EVENT LAUNCH TO PROMOTE NEW PROGRAMME AIMED AT HELPING LOCAL VULNERABLE PEOPLE 
A launch event today (29 January) showed how NHS England funding will help some of Derbyshire’s most vulnerable adults, children and young people.
Derbyshire’s Criminal Justice Liaison and Diversion service aims to help vulnerable people when they come into contact with the police, probation workers or the courts.
Glyn Thomas, Head of Implementation for the Liaison and Diversion Programme at NHS England, said: “I have been pleased to observe how the Derbyshire L&D team have embraced the new NHS England liaison and diversion service specification, delivering a service that is improving access to health care and support services for vulnerable people in contact with the criminal justice system and reducing health inequalities.
“I have also been impressed with the level of partnership working across both health and criminal justice sectors in Derbyshire, where the Trust’s collaborative approach is seeking to deliver improved patient outcomes and efficiencies within the criminal justice system and to make a contribution to reducing rates of re-offending.”
Previously, Derbyshire Healthcare was running a criminal justice support service aimed mainly at people with mental health problems. Thanks to extra funding from NHS England, the service has broadened the support offered.
It can now identify and work with people who have mental health, learning disability, substance misuse or other vulnerabilities when they first come into contact with the criminal justice system as suspects, defendants or offenders.
Criminal Justice Liaison and Diversion services provide a prompt response to concerns raised by police, probation service, youth offending teams or court staff.

Staff at the service can now provide key information without any unnecessary delay to help police and courts when it comes to supporting charging, case management and sentencing decisions. 

One carer described how the service had helped her daughter when she was in trouble with the police: “The service was a massive support for her, and when she went to court, they supported her through that. She was also able to access a lot of other services, including mental health services.

“She’s almost like a different kid. She has really started turning her life around, she has started home education and is doing a hair and beauty course. I would totally recommend this service, and all I can do is thank them for everything they have done for me and my daughter.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Derbyshire Healthcare Trust Chief Executive Ifti Majid said: “I am delighted to have welcomed Glyn Thomas to the Trust and to have been able to show him how this expanded Criminal Justice Liaison and Diversion service is already making a positive difference. 

“This service is an excellent example of how the NHS, police and other public service bodies can work in partnership to bring about the best results for vulnerable people in the criminal justice system.

“We are really grateful for NHS England’s support and we are looking forward to demonstrating how the new service will develop and grow in the months and years ahead.” 

The service can act as a point of referral and follow-up for service users to make sure they know about and are supported to attend treatment and rehabilitation appointments. 

Partnership working between police, healthcare providers, local authority and criminal justice agencies has been used to establish effective patient-care pathways for those using the Liaison and Diversion service.

The launch event was at Derbyshire Healthcare’s Centre for Research & Development at Kingsway Hospital, Derby. The event also showcased the newly expanded service to voluntary and third sector organisations and others involved in crisis care.



ENDS


Photo caption: At the launch of Derbyshire’s new Criminal Justice Liaison and Diversion Service at Kingsway Hospital, Derby (from left): Inspector Katie Andrews, Derby Custody manager; Paul Brewer, Health and Justice Commissioning manager, NHS England; Glyn Thomas, Head of Implementation for the Liaison and Diversion Programme at NHS England; Ifti Majid, Chief Executive, Derbyshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust. 


NOTES TO EDITORS: 
Derbyshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust is a leading provider of mental health, learning disabilities and substance misuse services in Derby City and Derbyshire County. The Trust also provides a wide range of children’s services. The Trust employs over 2,300 staff based in 66 locations across the whole of Derbyshire.

Criminal Justice Liaison and Diversion services identify people who have mental health, learning disability, substance misuse or other vulnerabilities when they first come into contact with the criminal justice system. 
The NHS has invested extra funding in these services in Derbyshire, meaning that the county’s Criminal Justice Mental Health team can expand into a full L&D team, serving people of all ages and all vulnerabilities. The team can support vulnerable people through the early stages of the criminal system, refer them for appropriate health or social care, or enable them to be diverted from the criminal justice system into a more appropriate setting.
The team is run by Derbyshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust and is based at locations in Derby and Chesterfield. The service is a seven-day service, open Monday to Friday, 7.30am to 7.30pm, and on Saturdays or Sundays from 7.30am to 3.30pm. 

For further information please contact:
Richard Eaton, Communications Manager,
T: 01332 623700 ext 31217
M: 07775 118774
E: richard.eaton@derbyshcft.nhs.uk 

Hilary Burton, Communications Officer,
T: 01332 623700 ext 31218
M: 07717 806926
E: hilary.burton@derbyshcft.nhs.uk 


· Follow us on Twitter @derbyshcft
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